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DESCRIPTION OF DISSERTATION

In my dissertation, “In the Name of Love: Love’s Public and Private Reasons,” I contribute to the growing body of
literature surrounding the reasons of love debate—which asks whether or not reasons of love are moral reasons—by
arguing that love’s normativity is fundamentally ethical, though not exhaustively captured by the public norms through
which we ordinarily justify action. The public and private faces of love thus complicate love’s ability to feature in our
practices of justification. This argument proceeds in four parts: (1) In the first chapter, I present my own paradigm
account of love, which stipulates four paradigmatic features of love that I contend are present in each of the conflict cases
that animate the reasons of love debate. (2) In the second chapter, I defend the claim that reasons of love are ethical
reasons by rejecting impartialist conceptions of morality found in the work of Susan Wolf, Harry Frankfurt, Dean
Cocking and Jeannette Kennett in favor of a virtue-ethical framework. (3) In the third chapter, I argue for a kind of
separateness of love’s normativity born of its intimacy and privacy that cannot be fully captured in ethical language by
drawing from post-Wittgensteinian moral philosophers like Iris Murdoch, Stanley Cavell, and Cora Diamond. (4) In the
fourth and final chapter, I demonstrate the strengths of this view by applying the duality of love’s normativity as public
and private to understanding the fittingness of remorse in the wake of lost love. The account offered in this dissertation
fundamentally shifts the terrain of the debate by moving past merely asking whether or not reasons of love are moral
reasons to asking deeper philosophical questions about the role love plays in human flourishing, in making us
fundamentally who we are, and the limitations that love can play in practices of accountability and justification.
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